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IN THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A word identification method comprising: 

a character recognition processing step of performing recognition processing of an 
input character string that corresponds to a word to be recognized by each character, thereby 
obtaining the character recognition result; 

a probability calculation step of obtaining a probability at which characteristics 
obtained as the character recognition result are generated by said character recognition 
processing by conditioning characters of words contained in a word dictionary that stores in 
advance a candidate of the word to be recognized; 

a first computation step of performing a pr e d e t e rmin e d computation between dividing 
[[a]] the probability obtained by [[this]] said probability calculation step [[and]] by a 
probability of generation of the characteristics obtained as the character recognition result by 
said character recognition processing step; 

a second computation step of p e rforming a pr e d e t e rmin e d s e cond computation 
b e tw ee n th e computation performing multiplication for each of division results obtained by 
said first computation relevant to the characteristics of the words contained in said word 
dictionary; and 

a word recognition processing step of obtaining the recognition result of said word 
based on the second computation r e sult multiplication results obtained b y this second 
computation step. 

2. (Currently Amended) A word identification method comprising: 
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a character recognition processing step of performing recognition processing of an 
input character string that corresponds to a word to be recognized by each character, thereby 
obtaining the character recognition result; 

a probability calculation step of obtaining a probability at which characteristics 
obtained as the character recognition result are generated by said character recognition 
processing by conditioning characters of words contained in a word dictionary that stores in 
advance a candidate of the word to be recognized; 

a first computation step of performing a predetermined computation between the 
probability obtained by said probability calculation step and the characteristics obtained as 
the character recognition result by said character recognition processing step; 

a second computation step of performing a predetermined second computation 
between the computation results obtained by said first computation relevant to the 
characteristics of the words contained in said word dictionary; and 

a word recognition processing step of obtaining the recognition result of said word 
based on the second computation result by this second computation step, 

A word r e cognition m e thod according to claim 1 , wherein said character recognition 
processing step consists of the steps of[[:]] 

delimiting an input character string that corresponds to the word to be recognized by 
each character; 

extracting characteristics of character spacing by this character delimiting; and 
performing recognition processing of each character obtained by said character 
delimiting, 

wherein said probability calculation step is used to obtain a probability generated 
based on the characteristics obtained as the result of character recognition by conditioning the 
characteristics of characters and character spacing of the words contained in a word 
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dictionary that stores in advance candidates of the characteristics of character spacing in 
words to be recognized. 

3. (Original) A word recognition method according to claim 1, wherein 
information on characters and non-characters is included in the characters of the words 
contained in said word dictionary. 

4. (Original) A word recognition method according to claim 3, wherein a 
probability at which a word containing information on said non-characters is generated is set 
based on a probability at which a word that does not contain non-character information is 
generated. 

5. (Original) A word recognition method comprising: 

a delimiting step of delimiting an input character string that corresponds to a word to 
be recognized by each character; 

a step of obtaining plural kinds of delimiting results considering whether character 
spacing is provided or not by character delimiting caused by this delimiting step; 

a character recognition processing step of performing recognition processing for each 
character as all the delimiting results obtained by this step; 

a probability calculation step of obtaining a probability at which characteristics 
obtained as the result of character recognition are generated by said character recognition step 
by computing the characters of the words contained in the word dictionary that stores in 
advance candidates of words to be recognized; 

a first computation step of performing a predetermined first computation between a 
probability obtained by this probability computation step and a probability at which 
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characteristics obtained as the result of character recognition are generated by said character 
recognition processing step; 

a second computation step of performing a predetermined computation between 
computation results obtained by said first computation relevant to each of the characters of 
the words contained in said word dictionary; and 

a word recognition processing step of obtaining the recognition result of said word 
based on the result of the second calculation caused by this second computation step. 

6. (Original) A word recognition method according to claim 5, wherein said 
character recognition step consists of the steps of: 

obtaining plural kinds of delimiting results considering whether character spacing is 
provided or not by character delimiting caused by said character delimiting step; 

extracting characteristics of character spacing relevant to all the delimiting results 
obtained by this step; and t 

performing recognition processing of each character as all of the said obtained 
delimiting results, wherein said probability calculation step is used to obtain a probability at 
which characteristics obtained as the result of character recognition are generated by 
conditioning characteristics of the characters and character spacing of words contained in the 
word dictionary that stores in advance candidates of the characteristics of character spacing in 
words to be recognized. 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium that stores a word 
recognition program for performing word recognition processing in a computer, wherein said 
word recognition program contains: 
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a character recognition processing step of performing recognition processing of an 
input character string that corresponds to a word to be recognized by each character; 

a probability calculation step of obtaining a probability at which characteristics 
obtained as the character recognition result are generated by said character recognition 
processing by conditioning characters of words contained in a word dictionary that stores in 
advance a candidate of the word to be recognized; 

a first computation step of p e rforming a pr e d e t e rmin e d computation b e tw ee n dividing 
[[a]] the probability obtained by [[this]] said probability calculation step [[and]] by a 
probability of generation of t he characteristics obtained as the character recognition result by 
said character recognition processing step; 

a second computation step of performing a pr e d e termin e d s e cond computation 
b e tw ee n the computation performing multiplication for each of division results obtained by 
said first computation relevant to the characteristics of the words contained in said word 
dictionary; and 

a word recognition processing step of obtaining the recognition result of said word 
based on the s e cond computation result multiplication results obtained b y this second 
computation step. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium that stores a word 
recognition program for performing word recognition processing in a computer, wherein said 
word recognition program contains: 

a character recognition processing step of performing recognition processing of an 
input character string that corresponds to a word to be recognized by each character; 

a probability calculation step of obtaining a probability at which characteristics 
obtained as the character recognition result are generated by said character recognition 
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processing by conditioning characters of words contained in a word dictionary that stores in 
advance a candidate of the word to be recognized; 

a first computation step of performing a predetermined computation between the 
probability obtained by said probability calculation step and the characteristics obtained as 
the character recognition result by said character recognition processing step; 

a second computation step of performing a predetermined second computation 
between the computation results obtained by said first computation relevant to the 
characteristics of the words contained in said word dictionary; and 

a word recognition processing step of obtaining the recognition result of said word 
based on the second computation result by this second computation step, 

A storag e medium that stores a word r e cognition program according to claim 7, 
wherein said character recognition processing step consists of the steps of[[:]] 

delimiting an input character string that corresponds to the word to be recognized by 
each character; 

extracting characteristics of character spacing by this character delimiting; and 
performing recognition processing of each character obtained by said character 
delimiting, 

wherein said probability calculation step is used to obtain a probability generated 
based on the characteristics obtained as the result of character recognition by conditioning the 
characteristics of characters and character spacing of the words contained in a word 
dictionary that stores in advance candidates of the characteristics of character spacing in 
words to be recognized. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium that stores a word 
recognition program for performing word recognition processing in a computer, wherein said 
word recognition program contains: 

a character recognition processing step of performing recognition processing of an 
input character string that corresponds to a word to be recognized by each character; 

a probability calculation step of obtaining a probability at which characteristics 
obtained as the character recognition result are generated by said character recognition 
processing by conditioning characters of words contained in a word dictionary that stores in 
advance a candidate of the word to be recognized; 

a first computation step of performing a predetermined computation between the 
probability obtained by said probability calculation step and the characteristics obtained as 
the character recognition result by said character recognition processing step; 

a second computation step of performing a predetermined second computation 
between the computation results obtained by said first computation relevant to the 
characteristics of the words contained in said word dictionary; and 

a word recognition processing step of obtaining the recognition result of said word 
based on the second computation result by this second computation step, 
A storag e medium that stores a word r e cognition program according to claim 7, wherein said 
character recognition processing step consists of the steps of: 

delimiting an input character string that corresponds to a word to be recognized by 
each character; 

extracting characteristics of character spacing by this character delimiting; and 
performing recognition processing of each character obtained by said character 
delimiting. 
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10. (Original) A storage medium that stores a word recognition program 
according to claim 8, wherein said step of extracting characteristics of character spacing 
consists of the steps of: 

obtaining plural kinds of delimiting results considering whether character spacing is 
provided or not by character delimiting caused by said character delimiting step; and 

extracting characteristics of character spacing relevant to all of the delimiting results 
obtained by this step. 

1 1 . (New) A word recognition method according to claim 1 , wherein said 
character recognition processing step comprises: 

delimiting an input character string that corresponds to the word to be recognized by 
each character; 

extracting characteristics of character spacing by this character delimiting; and 
performing recognition processing of each character obtained by said character 
delimiting, 

wherein said probability calculation step is used to obtain a probability generated 
based on the characteristics obtained as the result of character recognition by conditioning the 
characteristics of characters and character spacing of the words contained in a word 
dictionary that stores in advance candidates of the characteristics of character spacing in 
words to be recognized. 

12. (New) A storage medium that stores a word recognition program according to 
claim 1, wherein said character recognition processing step comprises: 

delimiting an input character string that corresponds to a word to be recognized by 
each character; 
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extracting characteristics of character spacing by this character delimiting; and 
performing recognition processing of each character obtained by said character 
delimiting. 

13. (New) A storage medium that stores a word recognition program according to 
claim 1 1, wherein said step of extracting characteristics of character spacing comprises: 

obtaining plural kinds of delimiting results considering whether character spacing is 
provided or not by character delimiting caused by said character delimiting step; and 

extracting characteristics of character spacing relevant to all of the delimiting results 
obtained by this step. 

14. (New) A storage medium that stores a word recognition program according to 
claim 12, wherein said step of extracting characteristics of character spacing comprises: 

obtaining plural kinds of delimiting results considering whether character spacing is 
provided or not by character delimiting caused by said character delimiting step; and 

extracting characteristics of character spacing relevant to all of the delimiting results 
obtained by this step. 

15. (New) A word recognition method according to claim 7, wherein information 
on characters and non-characters is included in the characters of the words contained in said 
word dictionary. 

16. (New) A word recognition method according to claim 15, wherein a 
probability at which a word containing information on said non-characters is generated is set 
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based on a probability at which a word that does not contain non-character information is 
generated. 

17. (New) A word recognition method according to claim 7, wherein said 
character recognition processing step comprises: 

delimiting an input character string that corresponds to the word to be recognized by 
each character; 

extracting characteristics of character spacing by this character delimiting; and 
performing recognition processing of each character obtained by said character 
delimiting, 

wherein said probability calculation step is used to obtain a probability generated 
based on the characteristics obtained as the result of character recognition by conditioning the 
characteristics of characters and character spacing of the words contained in a word 
dictionary that stores in advance candidates of the characteristics of character spacing in 
words to be recognized. 

18. (New) A storage medium that stores a word recognition program according to 
claim 7, wherein said character recognition processing step comprises: 

delimiting an input character string that corresponds to a word to be recognized by 
each character; 

extracting characteristics of character spacing by this character delimiting; and 
performing recognition processing of each character obtained by said character 
delimiting. 
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19. (New) A storage medium that stores a word recognition program according to 
claim 17, wherein said step of extracting characteristics of character spacing comprises: 

obtaining plural kinds of delimiting results considering whether character spacing is 
provided or not by character delimiting caused by said character delimiting step; and 

extracting characteristics of character spacing relevant to all of the delimiting results 
obtained by this step. 

20. (New) A storage medium that stores a word recognition program according to 
claim 18, wherein said step of extracting characteristics of character spacing comprises: 

obtaining plural kinds of delimiting results considering whether character spacing is 
provided or not by character delimiting caused by said character delimiting step; and 

extracting characteristics of character spacing relevant to all of the delimiting results 
obtained by this step. 
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